
ulcer is not relieved by taking albuminous food.
Otherwise the functional and subjective signs
may be almost, (he sannt. The pain is increased
by movements, and may be relieved by rest in a

particular position.
Hyperasthenic gastritis resembles hyperchlor-

hydria even inore closely than does ulcer. The
gastritis is mon; directly traceable to diet and
alcoholism.
The contents of the gastric juice after a test

meal contains a large quantify of mucus and cell
nuclei.
The signs differ only in degree and not in kind.
The prognosis is generally good; there are but

few cases which resist, all kinds of treatment, and
for these, in most instances complications (either
some organic lesion of the stomach or of the cen-
tral nervous syysteni) must be looked for. In
very old people an unfavorable prognosis must
sometimes be given, as when the symptoms point
to a malignant disease.
The diet for hyperchlorhydria is yet a subject,

of great, controversy. Somit clinicians forbid
starchy foods entirely, and nourish their patients
principally upon an animal diet. Their reason
for forbidding the starches is that the aniylolysis
in hyperacidity is greatly diminished, the acid
checking the conversion of starch into sugar quite
early.
There is, on the other hand, quite a. number of

well-known clinicians who forbid meals to pa-
tients with hyperchlorhydria on account of their
property to produce an increased How of gastric
juice. They prefer a, milk diet and the carbo-
hydrates.

( )n account of the variety of opinions advanced,
one is justified in recommending the diet giving
the best, results, and in my own cases I prefer a
mixed diet of a predominance of albumens and
sparingly of the starchy food. Sweets increase
the quantity but diminish the acidify of the gas-
tric juice, and in moderate quantity are beneficial.
Spices, condiments, acids, oils and alcoholic
drinks should be absolutely prohibited.
The treatment consists in checking an exces-

sive flow of gastric juice; and first, among the
remedies used is the extract of belladonna or its
alkaloid, atropin, In the experiments carried
out the amount of HO was diminished from one-
third to one-half flat normal amount. The ten-
dency which IICI has for combining with the
different alkalies when brought, in contact sug-
gests the proper ones to use in hyperchlorhydria;
that' is, calcined magnesia, combines with nearly
twice its weight, of HOI, and bicarbonate of soda
combines with less than half its own weight.
The best, of results are obtained by combining

magnesia and soda, in such proportions as the
urgency of the case requires, increasing or dimin-
ishing flu; magnesia as the bowels are confined or
loose. Carlsbad salts reduce the amount of HC1,
especially when prolonged over a period of four
weeks at a fashionable health resort. Nitrate of
silver in dose of 1-1000 by means of the infra-
gastric spray gives fine results.

Lavage of the si.ach will rcfie\ e the pain ni

a stubborn cramp in the region of the pylorus,
there being nothing to do but lo wash away the
strong irritating acids. This is best- followed by
the intragastric spray of nitrate of silver.
It should not be overlooked, however, that

there may be a chronic gastritis with a normal ot-
an excess of acid. Here the alkalies are to be
preferred to the salines, and should be admin-
istered warm.

Constipation will, as a rule, be relieved by the
alkalies as soon as they neutralize the acidify.
Then the carbohydrates to be digested pass
through and stimulate the bowels to act. Rhu-
barb and soda, or large injections of, say, 8 OZ. of
olive oil, change of habitation from country to
seashore, will overcome the cause. Massage of
abdomen is followed by good results.
Hydrotherapy may be fried to suppress men-

tal irritation. A cold sponge bath followed by
brisk massage will accomplish much toward quiet-
ing the nerves.

As every organ is strengthened by activity and
weakened by lack of exercise, one cannot, urge too
strongly the importance of diminishing the amount
and number of artificial digestives employed in
hyperchlorhydria,.

NewInstrument

A MASTOID AND AURICLE RETRACTOR.1
BY FREDERICK L. JACK, M.D., BOSTON.

The mastoid part of this instrument is a mod-
ification of Allporf's refractor and Jansen's mouth
gag. The additional simple device to hold the
auricle is thought, to be new. The following oui
illustrates the many advantages of the instru-
ment.

There are three sets of blades, varying in length
to lit different lengths of incision. Two sets
only are recommended. The teeth are plaitedclose together and with the blades in position, theedges of the wound are widely separated so as
not only to afford sufficient, room for operating,but to control hemorrhage. The handles are

1 ReadbeforeTheAmericanOtologicalSociety,Washington,D.C.,May13,1903.
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pressed together like those of scissors and held
in place by a ratchet. The instrument, is quickly
adjusted and absolutely self-retaining.
The auricle, which is often in the field of oper-

ation, requiring an assistant to hold it well for-
ward out. of the operative field, is now perfectly
held aside by means of the ear tip. The tip (A)
is simply a thin piece of metal adjusted to a groove
in the head of screws. Both heads (B) are

grooved so that' it' can be readily used for the right
or left ear. After the retractor is in place, the
upper half of the auricle is folded over and held
in place by adjusting the tip in the groove.

ReportsofSocieties

AMERICANDERMATOLOGICALASSOCIATION.

TWENTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING, HELD AT WASHING-
TON, D.C., MAY 12, 13, AND 14, 1903.

(Concluded from No. 11, page 298.)

Second Day.

SOME OBSERVATIONS (in THE USE OF ROENTGEN
RAYS IN DERMATOLOGY.

By Dr. Hknky W. Stelwaüon of Philadel-
phia. In this paper the author limited himself
essentially to his own observations. He stated
that in the x-rays we had a potent remedy in
sonic cutaneous diseases, chiefly in some of the
epitheliomata. If was also productive of benefit
and even cure in some cases of lupus, scrofulo-
derma and other forms of cutaneous tuberculosis,
and if would probably prove a permanent, cura-
tive influence in some cases of lupus erythema-
tosus. In other skin diseases, mon; especially
acne of stubborn type and in acne rosacea, its
effects were occasionally brilliant. In certain
limited kératoses, especially of the palms and
soles, itmight be resorted to with a good chance
of its being beneficial and occasionally curative.
The, same might, be said also of the local forms of
hyperidrosis. In eczema, psoriasis and other like
comparatively inoffensive dermatoses he would
reserve it. for those cases which proved intractable
to other plans of treatment. While recognizingthe great, value of this therapeutic agent in derma-
tology and that future observations might, give
if a still stronger hold, lie has hesitated, as yet,
from hisown relatively limited experience, to sub-
scribe without, reservation to its possession of the
almost, marvelous powers accredited to if by
other writers in SO large a number of dermatoses.

THE RATIONALE OP AND THE INDICATIONS POR THE
THERAPEUTIC USE OP ROENTGEN RAYS.

By Du. William A. Ptjsey of Chicago. The
author slated that tin; microscopical changes
occurring in (issues affected by x-rays have been
studied by various observers and their findings
showed a striking uniformity. The first changes

occurred in the epidermis. There was marked
hyperplasia of the prickle-cell layer, with
increase in the number of cells and increased
formation of pigment and of keratohyalin, fol-
lowed alter further exposure by breaking up
of nuclei or division of the nuclei; subsequently,
there was degeneration of the cells and if the
process proceeded further, complete disinte-
gration. The changes in the coritini were of a

similarly striking character. The changes pro-
duced in diseased (issues were similar 1o those
seen in normal (issues. The process was one pri-
marily affecting the tissue cells; there was evi-
dence first of stimulation of cellular activity and
later, if the effect, was intense, there followed
derangement or disintegration of the affected
cells. The changes occurred first and most strik-
ingly in the epithelial structures and next in the
blood vessels, but it was likely that they developed
also, though to a much less degree, in the (tells of
all the tissues of the affected area». From a con-
sideration of the effect of x-rays upon tissues and
upon bacteria in living tissues it. was not difficult
to arrive at. a. fairly accurate estimate of the indi-
cations for the therapeutic use of this agent. The
actions of the x-rays which offered opportunities
For therapeutic application were as follows:

( 1 ) The action in causing atrophy of the append-
ages of the skin. (~2) The destructive action upon
organisms in living tissues. (:}) The effect upon
the metabolism of tissues. (4) The power of
destroying certain pathological tissues. (5) Tin»
anodyne action, to which attention had been
called by the effect upon pain in malignant
growths, in neuralgias anil in diseases of I he skin
accompanied by itching.

Dn. L. A. Duhring of Philadelphia said he was

firmly impressed with the value oí the Roentgen
rays as a therapeutic agent in numerous diseases.
He favored the use of the low vacuum lube.
Dr. James C. White (tailed attention to the

possible injurious effects of the rays, even when
the applications were made by men of great ex-
perience in the handling of the apparatus. The
ultimate use of the rays should be confined to
instances where the knife or cautery was not,
considered advisable.
Dr. L. Duncan Btjlkley of New York empha-

sized the importance of measuring the dose of
the remedy, lie favored short exposures at close
range and not too frequently repeated.
Dr. F. II. Williams of Boston said (hat- while

the x-rays offered a, remedy of much value in the
treatment of skin diseases, it, should be used with
the greatest, care. Some cases of even superfi-
cial new growths did not yield readily to the treat-
ment and in some instances (hey were actually
aggravated by it.. Such cases, however, were un-
common. Another disadvantage was the long
duration of Hie treatment.
Dr. Wi.lt/iam A. Hardaway of St. bonis said

that while all were agreed as to the utility of the
x-ray in malignant new growths of the skin,
particularly in that- type of growth approaching
the rodent, ulcer, there was some legitimate reason
to doubt, its value in acne and various other forms
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